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1880. assistance, which became gradually more frequent,,
from Mr. Arthur Balfour, Lord Salisbury's nephew,
a brilliant philosophic pamphleteer, who had sat
for the borough of Hertford since 1874. Known
as the Fourth Party, the Irish Home Rulers being
the third, they exercised a great and growing in-
fluence upon the counsels of the Opposition. They
were all clever men. But the cleverest among
them, and their real leader, was Lord Randolph
Churchill

. pameii. The new Leader of the Third Party was
Charles Stewart Parnell, who took the place of
Mr. Shaw, deposed for want of pugnacity, not
for any lack of shrewdness or discretion. Few
such extraordinary men as Mr. Parnell have sat
in the House of Commons. To rhetoric he
made no pretence. Devoid of the vivacity and
the fire which distinguished the Irish race, with-
out eloquence or humour, he said with rigid
conciseness exactly what he meant, or at least
what he meant to say. Conciliation and menace
were equally wasted on him. He had no desire to
please the House, and he was not afraid of it.
The Irish people in Ireland and in the United
States were the audience to whom he really
appealed. His ascendency over his followers was
so complete that they would do as he told them
without asking for any reason at all. Moderate
Home Rulers disliked him, and still adhered to
Mr. Shaw. But he had behind him a band of
some five-and-thirty men with whom his will was
law. Only a very few of them were admitted to
his confidence. The rest admired and obeyed a
chief who did not seek their company, and did
not share their religion. He was their master, and
they felt that he would lead them to victory as no
other leader could. Mr. Parnell's policy involved
absolute independence of British combinations,